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• Game 1966,11 

Game 1966,11 has recently ended in .t'CDtJx. BEOB r s . congratulations 
to the dinner, John Be share i playing .Russia. John has a -very high 
reputation as a player among the i r ev York group and it is a pleasure 
to see him win a same in postal play. There is a supply centre chart 
in AEAft 27, and it appears also in sTab 46. 

Gape. 1967.UC ' 

Game 19S7/JC has recently ended in Big Brother, /^gain a first win, 
and again for Russia, Our c ongra tu5&Tion~s~~tc~*the winner Thomas 
Griffin, /*s Big Brother does not normally publish a centre-year 
chart one is give belov'. 
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The players: England, 



:iTrance, Ilargaret Gemignani, disorder after 1902. Germany, Solebury 
School Diplomacy Club,' represented by Greg Warden, Italy, Roland 
Tsudilcer, disorder after ITall 1904. Austria, ICarl Y/ittmann, disorder 
after Spring 1907. Russia, Thoma s Griffin* Turkey, hichael Childers. 

It is rewritable that & game begun in mid-1967 is already completed. 
Of course, it v/as a rather short game, ending in 1907, and Big 
Pro ther lias a reputation for running its game 3 promptly. Still it is 
surprising v/hen one considers that there are still three 1955 games net 
yet completed. The oldest of them vz.a begun approximately tv;o and a 
half years prior to the game mentioned above. 

The Ra ting. klst 

The last issue of ERCB contained a complete Rati% List, both for 
completed games rn<5 for games in progress, John Roninc .has pointed out 
several errors in it. One of the most serious v/as in the score for 
Rente &elasny vvhich v/as two points too lot; on both listings, -he 
corrections still further improve his s tending in the ten top 
name s listing given on page 13 of the last issue* There were about 
right other errors as veil. 

The tv:o games recently completed and listed above, the rrors mentioned^ 
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end the normal wear and tear of the intervening two months, give rise 
to the Acting List Revision given below. 1h e letter M after an 
entry indicates a taistake in the entry given in . the lest i&aue. Games 
no\7 listed are the following* 1963,;, B, 1964A, B, D, 1965;,., B, D, 
V, G, H , I, L, 11, 0, q, 9 R, S, T, U, 1966B, B, L, M, 0, A:*, AI, AK, «U£, 
;^P , AQ, AU, AV, BJ, 19S7AK. £he three gauss underlined v/ere 5-uan garaes 
and. so are not counted in the country listing. 



The country listing . 



Turkey 

England 

/re. nee 

r.ussia 
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+39 
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+ 8 
+ .7 
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59,6^ 

56.9 

52.0 

51* 1_ 

45,3 

42.1 

41.4 



Tno personal listin gs. 

Charles Alexander 
:. ugh Anderson 
John Austin 

Brian Bailey 
John Beshara 
3di Birsan 
Ban Brannan 
Llchael Childers 
Brank Clark ■ 
Sid Cochran 

"Deborah Beutsch 
Jaiaes Bygert (V) 

Louis Gallo 
Beonard Garland 

Ka.rgaret Geinignanl 
Sidney Get 
Jccl: Greene, Jr. 
Ticuc-b Griffin (w) 

George Heap 
Sherry heap 
Trevor Kearadon 
Yfcyne hoheisel 
Stephen ITueston 
Allan :iuff (w) 

Hyde John 3 on 
.7ade Johnston 

John iloning (W) 
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Bob Lai: 6 

James Latimer (W) -+65 65;*; (+9) 11 
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33#j 
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(+1 



Dave Lehling 
Paul Leitch 

Wi Lee Linden +2; 58#| (+3) H 

Greg Long 
Hart Lyon 

John :.:cCe.llum ' (ff) +15; 66^5 (+24) 
James Ls.cICenzie (W) +63 f+6 
I 7 llce IZiller f+3' 
Pr.ul I'io slander ( +l| 

Frits I.ulhr.user (--g| 
James Uunroe ~2; 42>S'; 

Hc.l ITaus +25 58^5 (+13) 

Derelc ITelson (W) +15$ 6S#; (+20) 




Harold Peclc +4$ 67^; 

Larry Peery +4; 67#, 

Jjud Pendergrass (w} +6j 75;1* 

Jerry Pournelle (w)+lQ$ 74^ 
Eugene Prosnitz 

Cherles Heinsel (T7)+12| 67fi} (+16) 
Cileries Ho land (+2) 

John Smythe (W) +20; 67#; (+20) 

Solebury SDC -5$ 29& (-5) 

3111 Sterart *-6; 25& (-10 ) 

Meiers Sr/enson 47/^j (-5) 

Cherles Turner (w) +13j 75^; (+23) 

Hclcnd Tsuclilcer -14; 21#j (-22) 

Conrad von r.etzlce (\?) 

-35 48;J| 

Rod Vc.Ucer +9;' 78#$ 

eg warden 



\_f i. 

-tl 




Charles Tifells (w) +25; 90;*'; 

Gere. Id T/liite ■ ■ 

Karl Wit tar. nn 0? 50fJ; 

,:onte Zelazny (tf) +18 j 8^*5 

I vo'tld lilce to thanlc John Ebning for the crre with which he has 
.^n? over the previously published figures t Hi us ensuring that 
errors do not remain uncorrected* 

\* moat readers will lenow, John Ironing hes recently talren over 
'3 Diplomacy. Foster, originated "by John 3oardzar.n in Srauste.rk » 
.ud more recently maintained "by Charles Wells* It could' not he 
u: "better hands as there is little in the Diplomacy world which 
«scr.T>es John's rttention. 
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Sealed Bag * 

Surtene Pr o snltz , 200 Clinton St., Brooklyn, VY 9 11201. * 

I found your article on missed moves interesting, 
((B20B ,^81)). Personally, X like the Boardman method, as it minimiz 
the number of missed moves. Sven though I 1 ye been the beneficiary 
of missed moves "by enemies, and have never missed a set myself, I 
still feel it often distorts a game and gives people an unfair adva 
if their neighbors miss moves. 

Often the yh ole Game can be affeoted by the missed move. 
In Graustarlc 1 s 1957V, England and France were/are allied chains 1 : 
Germany. Germany had eight units, including most of iiussia and 
Scandinavia, and a long, even battle was in prospect. However | 
Germany missed one extremely critical move season, had three 
pieces annihilated, and the balance of power radically shifted, 
making Germany* s~" demise certain", barring" t: 'Shift - in a Hi a nee s. 

Thus, even under the Doardman meth od, missed -moves can 
wreolc a position. However, at least under Boardnan l s approach, no 
country misses two moves in a row, and tho other players have *ic 
earn their victory. Contrast this vith some of the gij^. 3 r_other 
games, there players win by default, and achieve unceserv ad 
victories, not through especially good pl:--y, but simply because 
almost everybody ■ else 1 s pieves are stationary. 

however, even Boardman's rule could be improved by tile.:'*" 
the person who missed moves to retreat, ? s hill^r allocs. vhry 
often the fact that the dislodged pi eve is annihilated is even 
more costly than the fact that a move was missed. Since retreats 
are customarily submitted with the next set of moves? with oond.:' i>- 
ional moves allowed accordingly, no time would be lost by permit; tin 
these retreats. 

Actually, I thliflc the best .system is to have substitutes 
m<?lce the moves for the players who miss them, although obviously 
this puts an extra burden on the ^amesmaster, especially those vho 
run numerous games. Larry Poery was doing this for a while , the on 2 
trouble was tl.a'; he wasn't consistent and didn't dc it in all cases 
True, a player may intentionally miss moves and hope th,.t the 
substitute will double cross his •''ally 1 ', but ie this really any 
different than a direct stab? If it happened to me, I'd be highly 
dubious about continuing tbe alliance. (Actually it did happen to "a 
in Xenogogic * s I was England, and stabbed Germany. I , ..o' , .V 

have gotten three builds, except that, on the vary came move, zhe^ 
German player missed moves and his substitute stabbed me, :c I o~ly 
got one build.) 

Kegarding racing systems, I still feel that you would 
obtain a more accurate reflection of positions in a game if yo - - 
rated current games eccordiug to current supply centre count, j.-; cr 
mahe quite a difference; my own rating is, I to lieve, plus 3, but 
would be plus 33, if based on present position in all games, no '-. 



counting games just starting. "When these seven games end, zay rating for 
those, games v/ill probably "be around 25, so thc-t the rating io£ 8 is 
unrealistic* y 

Conversely, rtake the case of Tom Griffin, who is rated, as I 
recall, at 13U, 'He'-fc about to be eliminated in -tv/6 games (he has one 
unit in each)-, When that happens, his rating -will plummet from 11 to 2, 
despite the' fact that his overall status in all his games remains 
unchanged. He night actually have bettered his position in these Other 
games, yet the fact that he lost that last meaningless supply center 
will cause a drastic and unrealistic change in his rating* - 

One tiling X will say on "behalf of your system* It . encourages 
people to fight on in hopeless positions, which is for the good of 
the game, ..." 

Incidentally, can a substitute request that a gaae be counted 
for him, in. advance of termination* 1'or example, if- "it obvious that 
a substitute will finish in the top three, why not give him the credit 
now, on the current game list? ' 

((+(l^or a contrary view on the anonynous replacement system see 
iionte Zelazny* s letter in /jra age ddonia #5g« Diplomacy is not a 
determinate game, like- nougIT£s~and~crosse6, nor even like Chess j 
where there is often a best move, ;„s its own publicity states, it is 
a game with a personal element. U3e pschological factor is dominant. 
Tie usual situation for a .Diplomacy . player to be in is to have to 
try to out-guess his opponent. If the latter Is to play so-and-so 
then «1 Is his own Is st set of moves, if th us-and-thus, then }3, and 
so on. The play he makes will not be what he considers the best 
set of moves in general, but what he considers the best set of moves 
given that his opponent is the particular individual he is* Under 
such circumstances to allow moves by anonymous players is, in my 
opinion, to slip an extra Joker in the deok# I think it makes a 
travesty of the game, An anonymous player, bound by instructions from 
the original player is, I think, as far as you can go in that dire^- H 
and stay within the bounds of respectability, I would never 
knowingly play in a game with an anonymous replacement player 
rule, although I think I was once, as a r ©placement player, 
briefly in such a game, 

:<j'or ,;r.ting oystfTte have you see STab 47 v.here I'.onips develops your 
system, although only for completed games, To extend it to current 
gemes TO'Ulc* involve a prohibitive amount of work. *Vs far as the" 111033 
Current Crame bating List is concerned it will continue as it is; 
I have no intention of bringing supply centres into a scheme which 
is based on quite different principles* 

The replacement player 'is always credited with any positive score, 
in the Current gams' listing. If he is. later eliminated then, of course 
there is a change made and the minus score is debited to the 
initial plryer. The Current Oam e hating XI st is meant to show the 
potential of the players? it is the player currently playing a 
position who has that potential, whether it is in the outcome realised 
or not. and in all cases the current player gets the plus scores. 
- jamcc j+) ) 



Rod Walker ■ - 1611 Lo\rxy Drive, Kantoul, 111, , 31856: 

Oh, tragedyi Fow I hr. ve c re ting syteti. For players, /*nd countries. 
A.nd all like that, , ,,wow, ., 

Anyway, I en not happy ivith any of the r>rdsi.nt systems. I 
don't understand Lebling's. Heinscl's is hopelessly arbitrary. Tours 
also, in a tray, m- Contro-Y ear ays ton is, well* yoch. I esked, uyself 
if I were a country at war, v;hat r;oulc be ruy objectives? Obviously, 
in this order: 

1. To vln, 

a. In fact, to v/in as fast as possible 

2, To stalemate 

3, To survive to the end, 

a. To survive v/ith as uuck po~er as possible, 

4. To survive- as long as possible, 

ihe national objectives ere obvious, and so is their priority. But 
no rr ting system gives any consideration to la or 4, . Whr/t X have- 
done is to give a point value to the achieving of any of these objecti 
based on the nulti-player concept, lane, unlike' others, coos 'not 
give rainus scores* further, the final result is an average, not 
a conpilation, so nuobcr of gaces played does not count, j'^y system 
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survival to end of gene 
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Survival through 19)5 
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Slirainated in or before 1905 
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Bonus joints based on ever a go growth rate ba sed on average 

rro^'th rate "(final total of suiroly centers, less starting total, 

divided by total years), G, ?. . of over 1,00 - 1 pt$ It. of 1,51 
or higher - 2 pts. 

Points for all gai::es are averaged, /uiy country or pleyer avcragi? 
than 3.00 is not » surviving 11 . In the event of a tie for 2nd place, 
tie is broken by centre-year total (if no significant difference, 
duplicate rward of points is Dade, 



Other rules: 



1. X substitute or stand-by player- vd.ll automatically collect hits 
score if 3 or morei he will not if 2 or less. 

2. Any player who resigns from a game rdthout cause t or drops out, 
receives a score of 0. Players 'vfho resign v/ith cause receive no score, 
or penalty. , -i^- 

3. Substitutions in original game listsratr.de in or before Spring 
1901 are not counted as substitutions. 

U substitute flayer t;h o trices over a country vhich is at the tias 
above average in size or in no current military difficulty will- 
receive the score of that country, rega.rd5.e3s of subsequent military 
fortune, 

5. .1 n dra\7" can only be betv/een major povers. X country v/ith 1 or 2 
units only, vhich survives a gsxne otherwise drawn between its larger 
competitors, t.dll receive the survival points only. 

5, It is possible for more than one play er to receive -ooints 
for a country. Thus, given country X, played byt T/(droS02)i X (droK>6), 
Y (resS08), and Z (Avon 1TL2), th eir respective scores would be: 
W, 0; Xf Ot Y, none? Z, 10 v/ith perhaps a bonus point. Only Z 
receives the country* s score? ¥ and Z are penalized for dropping. 

/Jfter working with this for some tine, it seems to ue'' an 
effective way of indicating ho-/ well countries "and -players are 
doing. .Below ar e the country results. 

GLOCK " BROB 
Country Score Stand ing Standin g 

X 

2 
4 

3 
5 
6 
7 



Turkey 


4.12 


1 


England 


3.87 


2 


Russia 


3.58 


3 


France 


3.35 


4 


Italy 


3.13 


6 


Germany 


2.92 


5 


Austria 


2.65 


7 



Hoy/ for a bit of a shock, iiy ; 
guess who is not in the top 10? 
Helson? John Smythe? Etc.. Here 'a 
two or more ^arnes reported (w is 

9.20 veils ( ' 5-;r.r:m) 

8,33 filler (3.7V7) 
7.75 Zelasny (4VA7) 
7.67 Pournelle (3W) 
7.00 Latimer (3V/+) 

He.bane ( 2+) 
6.33 Herman (3W+1 

'.toner 
6.00 T7: Iker (2++) 
5.62 Honing f8tf++) 
5,00 Dygert (5W7) 

Huch (2+) 

Helson (8W) 



iersona.1 ratings. *Vould you like I 
\7ould you like- to believe Derek 
my list, using only those v/ith 
a- won gaia-e, + is a dram £cue) t 

Hcinsel (7V/+) 
Say the (9TCA7+) 
4.50 HacHeusie (5W) 
4.00 Clark (3+) 

Hoot (2) 
3.90 HcCallun (10H+) 
, 3.62 von Hetske (13W+) 
3.50 n uff (4\7) 
3.00 Caetora {3ViQ 

Davidson (2) 
- - - survival level - - - 
2.50 :jLta (2) 

Bounds (2) 



2.50 Orings (2) 

Werd (4) 
2.43 Iii* :ehom~)son (7) 
2,33 hordmen (3) 

Peak (3) 
2,18 h. hrenne'n (11) 
2,00 Sfbo- (2) 
1,75 Tsudilcer (4) 
1,57 Lrhe (o) ■ 
1,50 Chelker (4) 

Duncan (2) 

Goldmen (4) 

hcDeniel (2) 

Some pleyers T/hom I em sure ere not active ere omitted. Some 
o tliers r>robebly should "be. Ifote -v/het \;oulc Ix.ppen to the list if I 
required 4 or 5 completed gene s "before inclusion. I probebly vjill 
1:: ter« 

((+(';/het v:es thr,t age in? j.leinsel' s system is hopelessly erbitrery? 
Arbitrariness eside I thinlc you c.re bei ng fiomev;hc t vrunfeir to 
other he ting Lists, Y 1 ou soy that no reting list gives cny consideration 
to your points le end 4. The Gl opjs listing considers both. And the 
TZ-iOB lifting considers point 4,* el though not Is, 

Notice thct, vdth the exception of he ins el 1 s, ell the 
Completed Gene listings published todey use some sort of evereging. 
'■ V ■ :jc-* . , iiie ETiOB lie ting hist in its percentego form is c.n 
evereging scheme. The Prosnits-lConing list recently published in oTab 
is an evereging scheme* Hie G-loclr List Ir, s been e.verr.ged over genes 
played since its beginning, whet is more, all of these e.verege lists 
produce te ry much the seme result. If you turn to page 13 of the 1-st 
issue of . v.:0I3 end looh et the top 10 nenes in the ZT10B percentage list 
you v.iii not:- how similar it is to your listing;, fhe top 4 nemes r.re 
the sf.::c on both li?jts r.dth one interchange of position, Vlie t 
differences there ere c.re more due to gemes counted then en^thing 
else*! lis t Pels end Pendergrcss, you do not since ecch ve s re ted 
on only one gene. -You list Ce store es e r/inner* I do not since the game 
in euestion wes not e pos-tel geme, .'But these edministretive deteils 
esid.e the tv:o listings ere clo sely iiimile r, hour listing is c Is o 
very similer to the If. test edition of the .'-loch one; end to t'^e 
Prosnitz— honing one. In the letter, if I c~n persue.de honing to - 
change the sheping fee tor he used, the sinilerity vdll become greeter 
yet. 

In e. sense I thinl: the t the ettem-t to obtein e "better 
completed geme listing is lebour vested. All of the present on,:s 
give much the seme result. One mry prefer one to another, but there 
reelly isn ! t much to choose, \7here the interest is todey is in 
getting a better Current Geme hetin; List, ehe only one now published 
xl tlee ." T:C T; one. It is,' v;het you term r, compile tion, not en everege, 
An e.veregfcng scheme v/ould be fer superior, but iiie difficulties of 
producing one, for e current perne listing, ere quite considerable. 



1*40 Sir sen (5) 
1«33 II emess (3) 

• Lebling (3) 
~ ~ ~ initial survive 1 level - - - 
0,57 Gerund (3) 
Lerner (3) 
Sohults (3) 
0,50 Bei ley (2) 
0*25 Gemigneni (4) 
o« oo Jeolcs (h 
ming (2 J 



two of which they 



Consider two players, each of whom have played three games, 
won, "and in the other boing strong contenders wi th, 




something like 

18 +18+9 » 15,00 
3 

ICow suppose that one of these players h as just finished one of 
these three games, II e expects to enter another game scon hut, for 
the moment, is active in no regular game. H is score in a Current 
Game version of this rating list will again he 15,00. 

:3ie o tlier player, however, is more active, lie is in two" 
games. One of them is at 1903 and he is forging ahead and no; has 
7 forces on the hoard. '3ae other is at 1907 and in it he now has 
13 forces. I.e., he is doing very well in "both his games in progress, 
and mr.y perhaps win one 'or "both of them. If we treat these ourrent 
games on a par. with completed games his score in a current game 
listing according to the above scheme would he 

18 + 16 +_9 + .7 + 13 w 11.0a 

5 

I.e. he lias "been penalized 4 whole points compared with his rival, 
merely he cause ht- is active, .hid not be ecu so he is doing poorly 
in the current games, he is in fact doing much be tter than average. 
Moreover this penalty for activity will he the greater the more active 
the player is. 

Obviously, games in progress can not he treated as though 
they were finished, xhese games will have to he weighted so as 
to decrease their importance compared with finished games. Unfortun- 
ately, there is no very evident weighting scale that v;e should use. 
Suppose that, completely arbitrarily, we set up the following 
weights I 

Any game still in progress in 1910 or later 0.8 

1909 0.7 
1908 0.6 
1907 0.5 
1906 0.4 
1905 0.3 
1904 0.2 
1901, 1902, 1903 0.1 

'■;he player in the example then gets the score 

18 + 18 + 9 + $.j(7j + 0.5(13) * 14*5 
3.6 

Presumably this is n much better estimate of what he' deserves 

The choosing of a fair set of weigh ts to use vould he 
a tricky business. If they are too high, the active player \,ill he- 
penalised in comparison with the less active player. If they are to-. 
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low, then the current game listing i.dll just reproduce the completed 
game listing, with, a little embroidery on it, and not give a true 
picture of v/hat is actually going on at the mora on t, (This is,, more 
or less, T7hat Prosntis* objection to the. ^HOB current game hating list 
is. See his letter above,) 

It does seem to me that the requirement new is for something 
along these, lines. I.e e e. Hating list vhich vould alio*.: every game to 
be assessed up to the last set of build orders, and reduced to some 
sort of mean or percentage' scale. Stil another completed. gsme listing, 
vhich merely puts filler 0.023 points ahead of Pournelle, instead of 
being 0,008 points behind him, doesn't seem to me to accomplish 
very much, ~jamcc)+)) 

Jo hn IConing , 2008 Sherman, apt. 1, Evanston, 111., 50201} 

Ihere are fev enough people v;ho "..ere in postal "Diplomacy 
ground its beginnings that are still around . Only j: .'el son and Ilea rdm — . 
remain from 1953/., unless I am mistaken, and most of the players 
from 19 333 (original cast) have liker,dse vanished,* I can see myself 
in 25 years putting out DIED Pub #1000 and still trying to got my 
Ph. D. from IT. U. 

The other night I ran correlation coefficients betveen 
countries in the I;IcCallum, Keinsel, Lebling, and Zoning (center- 
year) systems, ilisy vere pretty high. Th en I ran correlation _ 
coefficients between relative scores in each system (assuming ti-a.-* 
it is a premise of each system "tha-c a score of, say* +40 is uvnee 
£B good as one of +20), and the coefficients are not nearly as. -pec- ■. 
So, the sy terns agree as ordinal indicators pretty veil,, but po-,: a; 
cardinal itJicr.tors. It v.as the Zoning system? by the v;ay, ......~cr 

poor correlation vitli the others. I suspect because in cencor~A . _ 
listings, (averages), Italy is so far belov the other si:: thaa _ :■. ■ 
the only country belov: the mean, (and xt is v:ay belov), vuu- "■••■ 
other six ere grouped closely , sliah tly above .the_mean. 
-oubli^h thrt- too, before another game ends. Strangely unou^,, - — 
Koning list correlates most stronly with all xhe o uxierc n c.n 
ordinal sense. 

(f +(l T '.ais issue is going to a number of novrcomors to the ;;v:e sc 
it may be of interest to. publish the lint o.: players for vaos- 
early games you mention. 

1953-*,, O-raustarks ^oardman, Xeshner, Lerner, 'Goldman., hvloon. 
195: 



19S4B, j^redonia: Boar dm on, Castora (^annan), L^ke, .Davey* H£-*J*». 

Smythe, Schults, l^cCallui'a. 

,1s you can see I hrve started each lint vith the name ^ ^J^f c ^ 
master. Also I have included n.mes of re- ? lacements, in o.^o, 
ertered the -ame in its early stages, biro not, -or ea&.opile * my . 



entry into the gurltanlc, gsme vhen it had already "been running for 
a year and a half. I have underlined the names of those still active 
today, (I am a little hazy as to the extent of. the activity of llacICenzie, ) 
-It seems to ne that, .it r/as the Predonia gene where the permanently 
active players first appeared in large numbers, helson, "by the vay, 
should really, I suppose, he listed for all four of these games, as 
he vcq Christian* s advisor in 1963B, and, • for a move or t\ro f La Ice and 
"Davey 1 s advisor in 1954B. 

Correlation coefficients between players, in ad dition to 
countries, "between the various lists would: also, X think, be- 
interesting, I think that you Trould get the came result a s -you did with 
countries, namely that .rank correlations would ho quite high, hut 
score correlations would he considerably lower. Consider your new 
Prosnitz-Koning listing, and the HUOB one for example, The E£OB 
percentage score distribution is reasonably close to Gaussian, 'fhe 
P-K listing with 40 people v.dth zero scores, is, on the other hand 
not a had fit to a Poisson distribution," I made a few tests on that • 
the other day hut seem to have thrown sAvay my notes, *lnyway, if ve 
accept that they do approximate to these two distributions it would "^e 
irle'to expect a very hic^ correlation? hut, if all those zero scores 
of yours are people rho are out on the left hand tail of my Gaussian 
distribution, the rankings are closely comparable, and X expect 
that that is the or. 3e. . 

In a way, that is the main point of my reply to '.".hiker 
above. Lb far as rankings are concerned, X feel that the problem 
has, for completed games, been solved. You can go on making new 
brews forever, v.ith a dash more of sup- -ly centre, anda shade less 
win bonus, or vice-versa, but really such concoctions produce 
nothing nev;, however, ".hat we do not have, and what would be good 
to have, is a Current frame Listing that is. really up to date wi th 
its information, and which is" also fair. It is more difficult to 
do than it looks, 

Boarctman, Veils, Pournelle, and huch had the right idea, 
•Ohey r,ot their Ph* D. 1 s before they entered Diplomacy, -jcmoc)+)) 



ilnnounc ome n ts_, 

Hod \ ;alker» 1611 Lovn?y ©rive, hantoul, 111., 313-36, has indicated, 
both in the latest 5re.h\yon v.ixd. by private letter, that 
he intends to poll all active Diplomacy players to obtain their views 
on the various'" zines. PL.yers will be asked to rate the. zines on 
various joints such as legibility, game am a otering, and so on. ahose of 
you who subscribe to i^rehwon rill got your blank forms direct from 
Hod. ,.he remainder of The JBOE sub list will got blank forms from me. 
Perhaps tliey will he enclosed herewith, if they arrive before nailing 
of this issue, otherwise with the next issue of UROB. Please note 
th;t completed forms are to be mailed to Hod, at the above address; 
they should not he sent to me. 



;?lOcL also mentions that he may "be able to continue publishing h'c orm 
games this coming cxncr end fall, r ether then"' transferring them 
temporarily to DROB as had previously "been planned, **.s p. result X will 
not "be as "busy as I had thought, / k ny other editor -vho would like a 
temporary home for his games while he is on summer vacation* or the like 
should feel free to contact me about it. 

3 eth J ohnson T s Fanzine Clearing House, I..ost Diplomacy editors over 
print "qui te~considerably so the t if en i?.-sue is lost in the msil they 
vill have a reserve supply from vhich to replace it. Kovever such 
stocks rapidly accumulate end take up a good deal of space. If you 
are in that predicament, do not "burn or otherwise destroy the issues 
of ;?our zine hut ship them to 

Geth Johnson 
345 Yale *Vve. , 
hillside, XT. J. , 07#>5 

who rill, in turn, distribute tfcer? ■ t.*;nany people around the country. 
John Soardman used that method of disposing of excess copies in the 
very early days of the game, and I have dono so also. Some currently 
active players vere first' attracted to the game es e result of seeing 
issues of zines vhich Seth distributed; doubtless there vail be 
others similarly attracted in the future* Such disposal action costs 
you nothing except the bulk mailing charges to ship the issues to 
Seth, and may result in additional players or additional subscribers. 



There is to be a Diplomacy tournament in Seattle in June. Details belc\v, 
Vines June 15-16, 9/j; ~ 11 3?K. 

Pieces Student union jSuilding of the University of Washington, in Seattle 
Sponsors: 'Ihe Pacific irorthvest Y7ar Cr ernes association. 
Admission jj'ees ~-ree for members of PITA7G-.V. ,.a for non-members. 
Game Divisions; /^valon H ill (Doug Beyerlein) 

Diplomacy (Stephen ueston) 

Table tor* j Miniatures ( Richard Shagrin) 

ITeval War Games (J3rad Payne) 

Chess (j^.z Eddy) 

^ornaments: ^valon Fill Games 
Diplomacy 
Chess 

heet I'ifty cents per tournament,, 

^"'or accomodation vrite Do ug la s Pey e rlein , 3954 S.V/. Southern, 

Seattle, Wash., £8115. 

Prises, guest sp^Euhcrs ; inexpensive housing. etc~ r are amon 0 the 
a ttrac tions offered. 
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The eagerly awaited first issue of Valhalla has appeared, ITot content 
with producing sTab universally regarded as one of the "be st Diplomacy 
sines, John Konihg is .now publishing Valhal la to attract new players 
to the game. Successfully, - too 5 I had a letter from such a new comer 
within a very few- days of Val ha 11a 1 s appearing. The subscription 
•price Is >2 per year from Claris Wagner, o/o Strategy and Tactics, 
Box 11^137, Loudonville, ITY, 12211, Or, for : 1V >3, you can get a year's 
subscription to "both Valhalla, and sTab , undoubtedly the best buy on 
the Diplomacy market. Vqt~q. combined subscription T/rite to IConing 
v/hose address is given on a previous page. 



R od Valker publishes a game of Das Dlp-g yspl e l in his zine Ihe ^ree. 

Press, , A.s he is himself a player 'in the game, he has asl:ed 
me to be a sort of spare referee to verify his ov/n moves. He sent me 
such a set of moves on April 10, '..Che moves printed in the issue of the 
zine mailed 24 April agree with those previously sent to me, 



Scott P, Duncgn j 2249 xTorth Broad 3t,, Apt, 1, Philadelphia, Pa,, 

" 19132, plans to .publish a magazine devoted to 

games of Chftef-of-State/ - n nis is Gamesceince Confrontation and its 

supplementary hit* ■ ... 

ITev: Blood . 

The following have indicated an interest in postal Diplomacy, 
several of them by subscribing, the type of interest we like to see: 

Charles S B Johnson, 3539 South 40, Lincoln, Nebraska, S5506. 

'■ih omag IV lai ler, 3245 Halifax Ave,, I r orth, Minneapolis, IJLnn, , 55422. 

ITarlon f ields , 2313 East 20th St., Jbplin, rissouri. 

Gerhard XV. II. Grae bner, Box 242, Sub P» 0» 5, Saskatoon, Saslc. 

Hard y By twe rk, 1034 Barber Te, 17., Grand Itapids, 13. oh* ,' 49504. 



The ..Hap, _Qui,g_. 



Tjo last issue featured a quia on the Diplomacy map. Six readers 
sent in replies, '--hey are, P'oman 2inkha,n, Charles Welsh, I'iod V/alker, 
John IConing, Bill Linden, and Gerhard Grcebner, in order ot replying. 

1. TThat province on the map is badly named? well, the one I dislike 
5s"Clydd"t If i/e take Edinburgh as being cor rectly placed - and it 
seems to be, just south of the Pirth of Por th - then thu city of 
n\v sgow is due Treat of Edinburgh, on the other coast, due vrest and 
iv.st a hair south, That means it is well inside our "Liverpool". 
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The river Clyde flows from southeast to northwest end empties into 
the see at Glasgow. This means that not a single drop of rain - end it 
is not a region where there is any lack of drops of rain. - falling 
in our "Clyde 11 would ever reach the Clyde. (h ote thAt I use "Clyde" 
in qv.otes to mean the region .narked on our map; Clyde, without quotes 
to mean the river of 'that naue. Analogously for other places dealt 
with in this quiz.) What it should he named I cb n' t know. It 
corresponds with whet would he called, in British weather reports ana 
the like, the Ibrthwe stern highlands and the Isles, a terribly long 
name for the smallest ■ scrap of territory on the map. "Clyde" overlaps, 
in part, ' with the county of IIqss and Cromarty, and I suppose Ross vould 
do for a name. Also a major feature of our "Clyde" is the island of 
Skye. We are not supposed to use islands hut the whole region is suoh 
a maze of capes and hays that many \a.inland places are more easily 
reached "by "boat that any other way, so I su--voose a point might he 
stretched* and it could "be called "Skye". 

r iiie other province I dislike the name of is "/jokara". kany years ago, 
five to he exact, when postal' Diplomacy was very new, John ."Coardman 
used to send copies, of G-ra.u st ark to many of hi s acquaintances, ihere 
was one suoh recipient in 35urbpe who raised howls of 'anguish when 
he saw the words, "Z&ild fleet Arik&ra. S! ir 5Tou ccnU "build a £L eet 
in Ankara, " he said, "it is miles from the sea and up in the mountains. f> 
xhat isn 1 1 -v.-hat bothers me, however; after all you could say the sgbb 
thing, except for t3a mountains,' about- Berlin. Dut I don 1 1 know how 
many press releases I have read where the Sultan or some other leadirg 
'.yaxlz made a speech t) thousands in /.nkcreu I have no doubt that son© 
oultans visited Ankara in the course of a royal tour, But no one in 
his senses would make a speech meant to have international repercusionc 
in Ankara, it v/ould never have been heard of. Ankara was a small 
mountain town, mainly known for raising goats, va stly overshaddowed 
in importance by many, many cities in the rurkish iJinpire, many of them 
in the Anatolian peninsula, and even by two or three wi thin the 
boundaries of our "Ankara"* Perhaps the Sultan is supposed, to make 
his speech to the goats. Of course, Kernel did, later on, move th-* 
capital there hut that was a quarter cent&ry after the time of our ■■ 

Answers submi uted by contestants? • 

hcrman Zinkha.n: Prussia is probably the most badly named provi-ce. 
Actually Prussia wa3 almost 3 times the siae shown on the board. 

( ( + (".7ell> if you mean the kingdom of Prussia it \;cs certainly very 
much larger. It had, in fact, about two thirds of the area of the 
whole of G-ermcny, 'flier e were only scattered bits and pieces of the 
Kingdom of Prussia in our "hur.ich" but it owned major slices of oil 
5 of the remaining provinces, II owever, if. by Prussia you mean old 
Prussia, that region outside the boundaries of the holy homan 
vampire, <s> nquered by the liar graves of Lrandenburg, which game tnetn 
c kingdom, then our"Prus sir. "corresponds very closely with the Corners 
provinces of West and Sast Prussia. )+)). 

no 

Charles Welsh: horth Africa. ((+(lt is true that there res/ political 
entity a> named and that this territory contains various separate 
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regions under diverse awnersh ip« )+)) 

Rod Walker t The most badly named is the 'Gulf of Iyon, "Mch is c ■ 
corruption of the correct name, Gulf of Lions, the gulf having nothing 
to do v;ith the far-inland city of Icon, ( (+(Y ee. Al'though. the spelling 
Lyons is fr.irly widely' used. Perhaps it t/ou3B "be "better to. call it the 
Italian designation, ■ the Ligurian See. )+)) 

Koningi Livonia, since its 'abbreviation is easily confused with/ 
Liverpool. ((+(How there's a man who think about .the practical aspects 
of the game, rather than geographical nonsense* )+) ) 

Bill Linden: The badly named province is "Ukraine 11 since most of the 
"Ukraine is in "Sevastopol" province. ((+(Today. But in Csarist days 
I don't think the Ukraine stretched as far east as the Crimea. ) + )) 

Gerhard Graebner: "Ruhr" appears to "be too far south to include the Ruhr 

valley. ((+(1 thinlc that the main Ruhr cities would at least "be in the 

northern part of our "Ruhr". This is some tiling like the "Clyde" discussion 

above except that the Clyde is not in "Clyde" at all. It is easy to 

see who is named John LaCallum and who is named Gerlicrd Graebner. )+) ) 

The Gulf of Bothnia, is properly only the am of the sea "between 

".'inland and Sweden. The arer should perh aps he named the Gulf of Pinlcnd, 

((+(j:To. The area does include ho th the Gulf . of Bothnia and the 

Gulf of Finland hut as the former is by far the larger it is the more 

appropriate name.)+)) 

Livonia should be named Latvia or Lithuania* ((+(lTo. The region 
contained in our "Livonia" included the Russian provinces of Estonia, 
Livonia, and Courland, as' well as some peripheral bits of other 
provinces. Livonia seems as good a name as any. )+)) 

\ r ic,t supply centre provinces are not naned for their largest: cities? 

Kiel. Exceeded by manycities in the area, of which. Hamburg was the 
large© . &inkhan, Walker, Linden, Graebner correct. 

Liverpool. Glasgow .larger. But the issue is in some doubt, due to 

what looks like a skew of the map. See a.boTB * Welsh, Walker correct 

Sevastopol. > Several larger of which Odessa was the large ts» &inkhan, 

Welsh, Walker, Linden, and Greebner correct. 

Brest* ITantes and Le ■.: a.vre both larger, &inkhan, Welsh, Wd. ker,. Line. en, 

Graebner correct. 
Ankara* Several larger. Walker, Velsh, i'inden, correct 
Venice, I am uncertain of. Both Linden and Walker state Bologna to be 

bigger, -but the reference I consulted does not show it as large*. 

5, Which supply centres are- incorrectly placed for their cities. 
3J'ran':ly ? I had .only known two. Hie glaring one is iael. It is at the 

eastern, end of the Kiel canal shown on our nap. Whereas cur map puts 
it on the IHlbe in the approximate position of Hamburg. Several people 
fomented on this. Eossiblj? in an earlier version of the gc-me the 
:,rovinoe may have been named Hamburg" and was then 're-named IJLel on 
account of the naval associations of that city. 

■■•ho other one that I had thought of was Trieste which is on the western 
de of the Istrian peninsula, not on the eastern as shown on our map. 
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Answers received: 

Zinlthan: ICiel, Tunis, • Trieste* ((.Veil, Tunis is pretty close,)) 
'.tfelsh: Serbia, Trieste, Kiel. ((Eelgrr.de, the capital of Serbia wr.s 

on the Danube which there formed the boundary between Serbia 
and the Austrian Empire., L little white space is shown on 
our map between the dot. and the boder # but this mry merely 
be for clarity, I suppose the same argument night apply to 
Trieste. ) ) 

'.Volker: Brest should be slightly wore vresj. ((Very slightly)) 

Brussels, 'for Belgium should be somewhat more south. ((Somewhat)) 
The" capital of J-'-alland is The Eague, not, duster dean as 
indicated on the man, ((Tee, although it isn't a big distance,)) 
r.iel. 

Copenhagen, for Denmark. ((Copenhagen is so far east that it 
is practically in Sweden, This may be another case, like 
Belgrade, where it has. been moved a little away from the 
border for- greater clarity.)) 
Tunis, 

Athens should be in Attica, not 13oetia ((as any classical 

s ciiolar should ■ know) ) f 

Trieste 

Constantinople should be not so far vest, but right on the 
Uosphorus. ((-Igain, - erhaps, clarity, to show that the?, e is 
a passage from the Black Sea to the Bosphorue?) ) 
Belgrade. ((See above)), 

Sevastopol should be a bit more south, ((;* bit,)) 

Venice should be a half diameter south east, ((ho more,)) 

Linden: hisl, and Copenhagen for Denmark* 

Cfraebner: Kiel, Trieste, Tunis. 

4. TThy may an amy not move directly from hoscow to Syria, Everyone 
stated that tiie 'Caspian Sea cuts the edge" of the nap, 

5, 'That legal move would, be impossible to carry out* in 1914?... 

((in my opinion a. move which would have been logistic?, lly impossible 
to c -rry out, is the move-, uriay St, Petersburg to : 'orv/sy, or, of 

course, the reverse, That is-if one considers '"jcrway" as meaning 
the populated southern part of '.. orway * Oslo and Bergen, /.l so if 
one interprets zii "army' 5 to mean 100,000 to 150,000 men aith their 
equipmeut," sullies, and so on, Thjere- wa3 no railway north, of' 
Trondhjeim. (.hid, in the eorly jjyers of the cent ury large numbers 
of men and _ supplies could only bu moved by railway, or not at all 
over la i*:"!.} \7hc t few roads, ■ or tracks ■ or trails, thts: e vers in 
northern '. "orway did not run" in the ri ht direction, l,e, parallel 
rath the coast and Swedish border but, on the contrary, ra:: from th^ 
head, of the fjords, over the ridge of Scandinavia, into Sweden. A few 
Den might <& it, living on the" country, either by hunting and fishinjg 
or by buying food from the local inhabitants. But the local inhabitants 
in northern ".• 'or way were very few in number* ihere would be no stocks 
of food cr^v^lo of supporting even a fraction oa; the number which might 
reasonably be designated an army, 

TLie retreat of the Serbian army across the /JLbanian mountains 
to the coast is usually regarded as one of the epicsof the hirst 
*.7orl Var, csindeed it 7/as, hodsice the contrast to the move St. Pete - 
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to Horway. The Serbian army was fighting a rear-guard action against 
the advancing Austro~Germansj "but it was not expected to fight eg tin 
until after "being re-equipped "by the western allies, so that it could 
destroy all material no longer of immediate use to it. In our g:me, on 
the contrary, an army -moving from St.- Petersburg to lor way, or the reverse., 
is expected to go into immediate action on the following move. Eiat is, 
all Its artillery and other impedimenta must go with it*, ilie Serbian 
army had to crosse. one range of mountains to the. sea 5 the move considered 
involves crossing one mountain spur after another, there being a 
projection of the mountains between each of the innumerable fjords along 
their path, father typically j although it- has, a scale ;of depth of the 
sea in" fathoms, which in no way effects' the game , ova has no scale 
of miles; however, the proposed move involves a distance about 8 times 
that of the Serbian retreat, £he Balkan peninsula is not thickly in- 
habited, in the sense that Western Europe is, but it has a much denser 
population than northern Norway, so that some food stocks were available 
and procurable, unlike the situation which would meet an army in 
northern I "or way. It was lone before the ■ days of bull-dozers and 
air-lifts, so it. would be impossible to rapidly make roads or to feed 
the army from the air. All f in all, the move would be quite impossible. 
If supported from the sea, so that the baggage train was actually 
carried by ship, and supplies brought to the troops the same way, it 
might be possible, but, in that case, why not move the troops themselves 
by sec. as well, the natural method of travel in that part of H-e world. 
Similarly, the move, if supported by Sweden, might be possible, meaning 
that all heavier equipment was to-be moved through Sweden and food ". 
supplies to be produced from the same source. But without support from 
one flank or the other, I don't think the move could have been made,)) 

.Blej*lies received for this question: 

Zinkham Army Denmark ' to Sweden would Te impossible without without 

convoy, ((Boats would certainly be needed for the mo-e , 
However, the Sound is only a few miles wide, and, it seems to me that 
their passage could as readily be covered by shore batteries as by navr' 
guns, H ow little admirals relish putting fleets in such confined and 

shallow waters is shown by the fact that in the first world war . 

Denmark had". agreements with both Britain and Germany to mine its coastal 
waters, tfcfta effectively denying them to the other major naval power, 
in return for the power concerned staying out, Both naval powers 
kept the agreement; i,e,,"they did. not want to risk their fleets 
in s'e as -where they had. no room to manoeuvre-)) 

\7elsh: Itoving into the .Barents Sea. ({Did you never hear of the Murmansk 

run? It operated in both w rid wars)) 
K>.-/**tg* Tou couldn't move "B Helgoland to Kiel 11 and then "V Kiel 

to Baltic" since the Kiel "canal- wasn' t built. ((It "was,- though,)) 
lindens Trieste to Albania, since hontenegro intervened, ((Correct, in a 

wry, although the interposition of neutral territory rarely 
stops armies from going where they wish. See the fate of "Luxembourg 
and" Belgium in the first world war, Bhe early 3)iplomacy maps did, as 
a matter of fact, show iLontenegra, but it was removed before the 
commercial stage was reached, in order to make a more playable game.); 
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6. What is the highest point yd thin the "borders of our map? Mount 
jSlbmz, in the Caucasus, 18,500' feet, end the highest point in 
Eurone, It is due north . of the "D" in Diplomacy. Zinkhan, -.Welsh, 
Walker, Linden, end Graebner gave the correct answer. 

7, Whet is the lowest point? Any point on the shore of the Caspian 
Sea whose surfc.ee is some 90 feet helot; mean sea level, ihough our 
men would only have to he extended sligh tly to the south east 

to" include the Jordan Valley which is much lower than that. Correct 
answers from Zinhr.n, Welsh, Walker, and C-raebner. 

A.s will he noted, questions 1 end 5 are matters of opinion, not of 
fact. A.s it hardens no contestant gave the answer I would have to 
either of these 7 questions. Of the factual questions, Walker gave hy 
fcr the most complete and detailed answers. However, an extension of 
his BROB subscription will go. him little good, as he gets it in trade . 
anyhow, :.!ost of the others were very closely equal, the exact points 
depending on whether we list every entry under question 2, for example, 
as"" a distinct question worth a point, or give 1 point for the question 
and only fractions for each part, 'J.here is also the question whether 
deductions should he made for bad guesses in questions 2 and 3. (D&mn 
it all, we are hack at Ratiig lists again.) As good as any of the 
others, and getting his entry in the earliest, was Tornan Zinkhan. 
Accord ngly he is awarded a 10 issue extension of hi a subscription, 

I would like to thank all 3 contestants for submitting entries, Especially 
I would like- to thank Hod Walker for submitting sveral additional 
questions of a similar nature. I have partly prepared several additional 
cui2£es (not all on geogrr/ohy though) which I may run in the future, 
if so, Hod's questions will likely be included with one or another 
of them. 



Diplomacy is the registered trade mark of a game manufactured and 
sold by Games Research, Inc,, 43 Wareham St., Boston, Kass, 02118. 

r ihere are currently over a hundred postal games of Diplomacy in progress, 
reported in various amateur magazines. One such magazine, although 
one v'.hich does ,not, at the moment carry a game is 

B.10BDi: T G)TiX, edited and published by John licCallum, -Lalston, ATfcerta, 
Canada. It sells for ten cents a- copy, and has a similar rate for 
subscriptions. 



-his issue 1 was intended as a letter issue but it has made a scarcely 
noticable dent in; the correspondence files. So tno next issue wxll 
likely .also be c' letter issue. 



